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    Council Chambers 

              Regular Meeting 

              January 22, 2018 

              7:30 p.m. 

           

                                                                                                                      

Council met in regular session with all nine members present: Corcoran, Fairchild, Fleurima, 

Hines, Kerney, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. There were two media representatives and six 

other visitors present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Law Director Rutherford, City Auditor 

Spetnagel and Safety-Service Director Carman. The meeting was broadcast live by Spectrum and 

by Horizonview. 

 

Pres. Arnold led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Mr. Hines moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that the minutes of the special meeting of 

December 27, 2017; the minutes of the special/first meeting of January 3, 2018; and the minutes 

of the regular meeting of January 8, 2018; be accepted and approved, as submitted by the Clerk.  

All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

City Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Hines stated that the City Services Committee met earlier this evening to discuss three 

pending assignments. He said that #18-006 pertains to a request for legislation to authorize the 

Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and enter into contracts for annual supplies and 

maintenance and repair of equipment of the City; #18-007 is a request for legislation authorizing 

the City to participate in the State of Ohio salt bid; and that #18-009 is a request for legislation to 

request grant approval to the Solid Waste Management Plan for the Ross Pickaway Highland 

Fayette Solid Waste Management District. Mr. Hines stated that the committee approved each of 

these three assignments, and that all three have now been referred to the Law Director’s Office 

for the drafting of the legislation. He concluded his report by thanking the City’s crews for their 

work this past week in storm cleanup, with special thanks to Dave Bethel.  

 

Human Resources Committee: 

 

Ms. Fairchild stated that the Human Resources Committee also met earlier this evening to discuss 

two pending assignments. She said that #17-122 dealt with a request for a clerical position, but 

that it has been indicated that this is not needed and she is therefore reporting it out of committee 

with no action to be taken by Council. She said that #16-102 pertains to a request for a review of 

the compensation of the members of the Chillicothe Civil Service Commission, and that this has 

been forwarded to the Law Director’s Office for the drafting of legislation. 

 

Development Committee: 

 

Mrs. Neal reported on Item #2 to authorize the Mayor to support an agreement with Three 

Amigos Chillicothe LLC, providing for a Community Reinvestment Area tax exemption of 

seventy-five percent for fifteen years, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. She said that this is 

for the second and third floors of the building now occupied by the Mighty Children’s Museum 

and by Paper City Coffee on the first floor. She indicated that the renovation of the first floor of 

the building has been completed, but that the owners are planning to renovate the upper floors 

into upscale apartment units.  

 

Engineering Committee: 

 

Mr. Tatman reported on Item #1 to approve the action of the Planning Commission in rezoning 

the property located at 1285 Western Avenue from Single Family Residential (RI) to General 

Commercial (GC), on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that there will be a public 

hearing on this on Monday, March 12, 2018, immediately prior to the regular meeting of Council 

that night. Mr. Tatman announced that the Engineering Committee will meet this Wednesday 

evening here in Council Chambers at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the pending assignment requesting 

legislation changing Second Street back to two-way traffic from the intersection with North 
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Mulberry Street to the intersection with North Walnut Street; and also to discuss another pending 

assignment seeking clarification as to the responsibility for maintenance and upkeep of the 

Streetscape features of the downtown sidewalks.     

 

Finance and Technology Committees: 

 

Mr. Proehl reported on Item #3 to authorize the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Walter 

H. Drane Company to update the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe, to prepare up to 

twenty sets of the replacement pages, and to update the Code on the internet, on tonight’s agenda 

for its first reading. Mr. Proehl moved and Mrs. Corcoran seconded that the three day receipt rule 

be suspended and that there be placed on tonight’s agenda an ordinance appropriating 

$2,344,306.25 for the purpose of continuing the handling of brought forward purchase orders 

from the year 2017 and other brought forward amounts to be put on the books of the City of 

Chillicothe, Ohio for the year ending December 31, 2018, and declaring an emergency. All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended, designating this 

particular item as Item #4 on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. Mr. Proehl said that he will 

seek to pass both of these items tonight. Mr. Proehl concluded his report by announcing that the 

Finance Committee will have a 2017 year end financial review by City Auditor Spetnagel on 

Monday, February 12, 2018, at 6;30 p.m. here in Council Chambers. He said that all members of 

Council are urged to attend.  

 

    REPORTS OF OFFICIALS 

 

Report of Mayor Feeney: 

 

Mayor Feeney said that he is appointing Anna Villereal to the Chillicothe Civil Service 

Commission. He also expressed his thanks to the employees of the Service Department for their 

work in treating the city’s streets and in clearing the snow from Winter Storm Hunter. He thanked 

the citizens for their patience during the storm. He said that the city’s crews worked around the 

clock, and that unfortunately the city does not have any ice plows, which would have helped. He 

said that after a debriefing, it was decided that we need to communicate better with the public as 

to the priorities for snow removal. Also, he indicated that one way to be better prepared would be 

to have a cover for the salt storage area in order to prevent it from clumping up. He indicated that 

he will submit a request for funds for this after they obtain the necessary specs. He reported that a 

section of Applewood Drive that was recently repaved suffered a major upheaval that was 

perhaps caused by water runoff that froze under the new asphalt. In any event, he said that we 

will do our best to at least make it passable. He commented on Item #2 on tonight’s agenda, 

stating that he spoke with City School Superintendent John Saxton, and the attorney for the 

School Board, about the proposed CRA. He said that they were given notice of the application, 

and that this is on their meeting agenda for tonight.  

 

Report of Auditor Spetnagel: 

 

City Auditor Spetnagel said that she is requesting Council to pass Item #4 tonight. She said that 

she has provided an update on 2017’s year end numbers to the State Auditor’s Office, with the 

carryover balance amounting to over $2.6 million. She confirmed that she will provide a detailed 

financial report on the year end numbers to Council on the 12th of February at 6:30 p.m., as 

indicated by Mr. Proehl.  

 

Report of Law Director Rutherford: 

 

City Law Director Rutherford said that she has distributed copies of the Annual Report to Council 

of the Law Director’s Office. She proceeded to read from the report, covering the highlights. She 

indicated that her office opened and processed 3,553 new cases in 2017, and that 1,082 remained 

open at the end of the year. She said that the criminal diversion program is no longer funded for 

2018, and that she is in discussions with the judges to explore the possibility of establishing a new 

program. During 2017, she indicated that they developed the Underage Alcohol Diversion 

Program, and she discussed the statistics for this. She covered the number of legal opinions that 

were issued, as well as the types and numbers of civil, traffic, criminal, and appellate cases, plus 

bankruptcy cases involving the City. She said that her office prepared 115 ordinances and 28 

resolutions that were passed by Council in 2017. She also said that she distributed tonight copies 

of a memo providing information concerning seminars conducted by the Ohio Municipal League 

for newly elected and for veteran members of City Council. She concluded her report by 

reminding the members of Council of their obligation to obtain Sunshine Law training during the 

current term of Council.     
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Report of Pres. Arnold: 

 

Pres. Arnold once again said that during 2017, there were 152 requests made for legislative action 

that were assigned to Council committees, and that Council passed 115 ordinances and 28 

resolutions. He then indicated that Council needs to approve the following appointments to the 

City’s Boards and Commissions: 

 Anna Villereal to the Civil Service Commission 

 Mike Northrup, Brian Radcliff and Tara Gillium to the Design Review Board 

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. Proehl seconded that Council approve the foregoing appointments. 

All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted.  

 

COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS AND CALENDAR 

 

Pres. Arnold announced the following Council committee assignments for inclusion in the Journal 

of Council: 

18-007-City Services-Request for legislation authorizing the City to participate in the State of 

Ohio salt bid; 

18-008-Community Affairs-Request for legislation for a community yard sale the weekend of 

June 1-June 3 and waiving the fee for that weekend; 

18-009-City Services-Request for legislation to request grant approval to the Solid Waste 

Management Plan for the Ross Pickaway Highland Fayette Solid Waste Management District; 

and 

18-010-Finance-Request for legislation for the Mayor to enter into an agreement with the Walter 

H. Drane Company to prepare twenty sets of replacement pages to the Chillicothe Codified 

Ordinances and update on the internet. 

Pres. Arnold reminded everyone that there will be a meeting of the Engineering Committee at 

6:00 p.m. here in Council Chambers on Wednesday, January 24, 2018, to discuss Second Street 

and downtown Streetscape and sidewalks; a retreat on Saturday, February 10, 2018, beginning at 

9:00 a.m., in the conference room of the Chillicothe Transit System on East 7th Street; and a 

budget review presentation by City Auditor Spetnagel at 6:30 p.m. on Monday, February 12, 

2018, here in Council Chambers. He said that Mayor Feeney will also be giving his “State of the 

City” address at 7:00 p.m. that evening here in Council Chambers, and that all members of 

Council are invited to attend. Pres. Arnold said that the Mayor’s address will be televised.   

 

READING AND PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION 

 

An ordinance approving the action of the Planning Commission of the City of Chillicothe in 

rezoning the property located at 1285 Western Avenue, Chillicothe, Ohio from Single Family 

Residential (R1) to General Commercial (GC) was read for the first time by title only. 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Chillicothe, Ohio to support an agreement with 

Three Amigos Chillicothe LLC, providing for a Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) tax 

exemption of seventy-five percent (75%) for fifteen (15) years, and declaring an emergency was 

read for the first time by title only.  

 

Ord. No. 3-18 authorizing the Mayor of the City of Chillicothe, Ohio to enter into an agreement 

with the Walter H. Drane Company to update the Codified Ordinances of the City of Chillicothe, 

to prepare up to twenty (20) sets of the replacement pages, to update the Code on the Internet, and 

declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl moved and Mrs. 

Patrick seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All 

nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine 

members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 3-

18 adopted. 

 

Ord. No. 4-18 appropriating $2,344,306.25 for the purpose of continuing the handling of brought 

forward purchase orders from the year 2017 and other brought forward amounts to be put on the 

books of the City of Chillicothe, Ohio for the year ending December 31, 2018, and declaring an 

emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded 

that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All nine members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine members present then 

voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 4-18 adopted. 

 

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mrs. Corcoran seconded that Council go into an executive session 

pursuant to Rule 24 (2) to consider the purchase of property for public purposes if premature  
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disclosure or information would give an unfair competitive or bargaining advantage to a person 

whose personal, private interest is adverse to the general public interest. All nine members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. At 8:07 p.m., Council 

removed to the conference room at the end of the hallway where the executive session was 

conducted for the stated purpose.  

 

At 8:20 p.m., Council returned to Council Chambers. Mr. Fleurima moved and Mrs. Neal 

seconded that Council go out of the executive session and resume the regular meeting. All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted.   

     

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. Hines seconded that the regular meeting be adjourned.  All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 8:21 

p.m. 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


